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tion of literary property rights. It never entered Ms mind
that the work of a poet might have as good a claim to ap-
preciation and compensation as that of an official or an
artisan.37

"Konig Ottokars G-liick und Ende" was performed at
the Burgtheater on the 19th of February, 1825.

Grillparzer followed in his drama substantially the ac-
count of Ottokar's career as given in the "Rhymed Chroni-
cle of Austria," written in 1306-20. A summary is of
interest as throwing light on the use which the poet made
of his material.

During the troubles following the extinction of the
Babenberg dynasty, Ottokar of Bohemia invades Austria
and takes up his residence at Vienna. He marries Mar-
garet, sister of Duke Frederick, the last of the Baben-
bergs. She was the widow of King Henry, who had ceded
to her his rights to Austria and Styria. King Bela of
Hungary disputes Ottokar's title to Styria, and is van-
quished by the Bohemian king in the battle of Marchegg.
Having become the most powerful of G-erman princes,
Ottokar divorces Margaret, in order to marry Kunigunde,
Bela's granddaughter. He carries on a victorious cam-
paign in the ISTorth against the pagan Prussians, while in
the South he joins Oarinthia and Carniola to the states
under his sceptre. Uniform success renders him tyranni-
cal. He throws into prison a number of Styrian noble-
men falsely accused of having conspired against him,
and subjects one of them, Siegfried von Merenberg, to
cruel torture. He is suspended by his feet, with his head
down, and the jailer breaks his skull. Ottokar aspires now
to the dignity of emperor of Germany, and enters into in-riendliness, showing that the official
